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BY  THE  HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 

Aphil  6th,  1853. 
Read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TESTIMONY 

IN    RELATION  TO 

PILOTS  AfD  PILOTAGE 


BEFORE 


THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE 


OF    THE 


HOUSE  OF  DELEGATES. 


ANNAPOLIS: 
THOS.  E.  MARTIN,  PRINTER. 

MDCCOLIII.  * 


INTERROGATORIES,    &c 


By  tJie  House  of  Delegates, 

March  25,  1853. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  raised  on  the  subject  of  the  Pilot 
Laws,  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  examine 
witnesses  under  oath,  provided  that  no  expense  to  the  State  is 
incurred,  and  provided  this  inquiry  shall  not  extend  beyond  the 
5th  day  of  April  without  further  order  from  this  House. 

Wednesday,  March  31st,  1853. 

The  committee  met.     Present : 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Chairman,  Dent,  Weathers,  Tall,  Parran, 
Baker  of  Kent,  Fairall. 

The  following  witnesses  having  been  requested  by  the  Court  1o 
appear  before  them,  were  first  duly  sworn,  and  their  answers 
taken  m  writing  to  the  several  interrogatories,  as  follows  : 

OATH. 

The  evidence  which  you  shall  give  before  us,  a  committee  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  of  Maryland,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
leave  to  report  a  bill  to  alter  and  modify  the  present  Pilot  Law, 
shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth,  so 
help  you  God. 

INTERROGATORIES, 

No.  1.  Do  you  not  believe  it  necessary  to  have  a  well  regula- 
ted &c.&c.,  organised  corps  of  competent  and  skillful  pilots,  for  the 
protection  of  the  commerce  bound  to  or  from  our  State? 

No.  2.  Do  pilots  protect  foreign  vessels  alone,  or  are  not  their 
services  often  as  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  coaster  as  the 
foreign  trader  ? 

No.  3.  If  it  is  necessary  for  pilots  to  be  efficient,  who  should 
support  them,  the  foreign  or  the  coasting  trade  ?     One,  or  both  ? 

No.  4.  Is  the  coasting  trade  of  more  advantage  to  the  State 
than  the  foreign  trade  ? 

No.  5.  Do  you  think  that  the  present  pilot  law  has  a  tenden- 
cy to  embarrass  foreign  commerce? 

No.  6.  Are  not  pilots  regarded  as  facilities  to  commerce,  as 
well  as  protectors  of  life   and  property  ? 

No.  7.  Do  you  not  think  that  protection  to  foreign  trade  would 
conduce  to  the  agricultural  interest  of  the  State  ? 

No.  8.  Why  is  it  that  corn  and  flour  sells  so  much  higher  in 
New  York  and  Boston  than  in  Baltimore  ? 


No.  9.  State  what  trade  you  are  engaged  in,  whether  foreigw 
or  coastwise  ? 

No.  10.     Do  you  purchase  grain  or  flour  on  commission? 

No.  11.  What  is  the  comparative  number  of  vessels  engaged 
in  the  southern  coasting  trade  as  compared  with  those  engaged  in 
the  eastern  coasting  trade  ? 

No.  12.  Do  you  or  not  know  that  a  large  majority  of  the  ves- 
sels engaged  in  the  southern  (foastmg  trade  are  under  160  tons 
burthen  ? 

No.  13.  Do  you  or  not  know  what  proportion  of  those  en- 
gaged in  the  eastern  coasting  trade  are  under  160  tons  ? 

No.  14.  How  many  vessels  do  you  own?  What  trade. are 
they  engaged  in  ?     What  tonage  is  each  one  ? 

No.  15.  Do  you  think  that  the  Board  of  Pilots  should  be  reg- 
ulated by  the  laws  of  this  State  ? 

No.  16.  What  is  the  effect  of  the  present  pilot  laws  upon  the 
rates  of  insurance,  as  compared  with  the  old  laws  ? 

No.  17.  Are  freights  higher  under  the  new  pilot  laws,  than 
under  the  old  ? 

No.  18.  Do  yon  think  that  pilots  receive  sufficient  protection 
Bnder  the  present  pilot  laws  ? 

No.  19.  Will  pilotage  upon  inward  bound  vessels  of  coasting 
trade,  over  160  tons,  effect  freight  ? 

No.  20.  Do  the  pilot  laws  oi  this  State  operate  more  injuri- 
ously on  the  general  trade  and  commerce  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, than  the  laws  in  force  on  that  subject,  prior  to  the  year 
1852  ? 

No.  21.  Has  not  the  coastwise  trade  improved  under  the  re- 
peal of  half  pilotage  ? 

No.  22.  Have  the  foreign  arrivals  at  Baltimore,  increased  or 
decreased  since  the  repeal  of  half-pilotage,  on  June  1st,  1852? — 
State  the  relative  increase  or  decrease  from  the  period  referred  to. 

No.  23.  Have  you  for  the  past  year  kept  yourself  informed  of 
the  current  rates  of  freights,  at  the  ports  of  London  and  Liverpool, 
for  Baltimore  and  other  ports  of  the  United  States?  If  yea, 
please  state  how  the  rates  between  London  or  Liverpool  for 
Baltimore,  compare  wnth  freights  between  London  or  Liverpool, 
for  the  ports  of  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Norfolk? 

No.  24.  Are  you  informed  as  to  the  amount  of  breadstuffs 
shipped  from  Bahimore,  coastwise  and  to  Europe  ?  If  yea,  please 
state  the  quantity  shipped  either  way,  of  both  flour  and  corn, 
or  of  either  article  ? 

No.  25.  Have  the  rate  of  freights  in  the  United  States  in- 
creased or  decreased  within  the  past  year  generally  ? 

No.  26.  If  in  your  opinion  the  domestic  trade  of  the  city  has 
been  largely  increased,  would  not  the  foreign  trade  be  naturally 
increased  thereby  ? 


TESTIMONY. 


CAPTAIN  FITZGERALD— 5^orn. 

Testified  as  follows,  in  answer  to  question  herewith  appended: 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Thinks  them  in  a  position  to  benefit  either. 

3.  It  is  my  opinion  the  whole  trade  ought  to  support  them. 

4.  Cannot  say. 

5.  Yes. 

6.  Yes. 

7.  Yes  ;  think  it  would. 

8.  Presume  it  is  on  account  of  freight  being  lower  in  ship- 
ments to  Europe.     As  general  thing  such  is  the  case. 

9.  In  foreign  trade  entirely. 

10.  I  do  not. 

11.  No  idea  of  the  number. 

12.  Should  think  about  equally  divided. 

13.  Do  not  know. 

14.  Owns  five  vessels;  engaged  in  South  America,  Brazil 
and  China  trade.  Louis  Phillippi,  800  tons  ;  S.  L.  Fitzgerald, 
530  tons  ;  George  and  Henry,  310  tons  ;  Canada,  280  tons  ; 
Lamar,  320  tons.     Entirely  foreign  trade. 

15.  I  do. 

16.  Thinks  no  change.  All  foreign  trading  vessels  take  pi- 
lots, so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 

17.  Can't  answer  ;  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  coasting 
trade. 

18.  Should  think  not. 

19.  Thinks  not. 

Pay  all  my  taxes  on  tonnage  to  this  State. 


Mr.  KIRKLA^D— Sworn. 

1.  I  do.     Do  not  think  Baltimore  can  sustian  itself  as  a  com- 
mercial city  without  them. 

2.  They  do  not  protect  foreign  vessels  alone  ;  but  are  of  ne- 
cessary service  to  all  vessels  entering  the  Chesapeake  bay. 

All  vessels  do  not  know  where  they  are,  when  coming  in,  until 
they  see  a  pilot  boat. 

Their  efficiency  has  been  impaired  by  the  new  pilot  law. 
Don't  know  the  number  of  pilots. 

3.  Both,  as  all  are  benefitted  by  them. 


4.  No ;  as  no  city  can  maintain  a  commercial  importance 
without  foreign  trade.  In  my  opinion  foreign  trade  has  been  in- 
jured from  difficulties  growing  out  of  the  present  pilot  law.  The 
commercial  prosperity  of  Baltimore  is  increased  by  the  navigation 
laws,  -and  not  affected  by  the  pilot  laws. 

5.  Yes. 

6.  They  are. 

7.  Yes  ;  anything  calculated  to  increase  foreign  commerce 
tends  to  promote  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State. 

8.  The  primary  cause  is,  that  orders  can  be  executed  at  lower 
rates  of  freight.  Larger  portion  orders  from  New  York,  filled  in 
Baltimore,  are  for  foreign  shipment.  The  demands  from  Europe 
keep  up  New  York  prices. 

9.  Both  ;  but  mostly  in  coastwise  trade. 

10.  YeSj  for  shipment  to  fill  orders  and  on  our  own  account. 

11.  Generally  more  northern  than  southern. 

12.  They  are. 

13.  Southern  coasters,  bound  out,  are  generally  under  160 
tons. 

14.  Owns  seven  vessels  :  Hermitage,  370  tons  ;  Baltimore, 
380  ;  Indus,  400  ;  Creole,  300  ;  Frances  Jane,  170  or  180;  Kate 
Pendergast,  150;  Persian,  750  tons. 

15.  Yes  ;  it  vrould  prevent  difficulties.  Both  pilots  and  mer- 
chants should  be  protected. 

16.  No  alteration  in  insurance.  Losses  have  occurred  within 
eight  or  ten  months  past,  in  the  Chesapeake,  by  which  merchants 
have  suffered  severely.     There  has  also  been  loss  of  life. 

17.  Don't  think  pilot  law  effects  any  change  ;  freights  are 
higher  than  a  year  ago,  but  owing  to  other  causes. 

18.  Do  not.  Many  vessels  derive  great  advantage  from  their 
services  without  paying  them — the  mere  fact  of  seeing  a  pilot  boat 
on  coming  into  the  Capes  gives  relief  and  operates  as  assurance 
of  the  whereabouts  of  the  vessel. 

The  system  is  not  as  good  under  the  new  as  the  former  law. 
There  should  be  a  compromise,  by  allowing  half  pilotage  at  least 
to  all  vessels  coming  in  the  Capes. 

Don't  think  half  pilotage  operates  against  foreign  trading.  Is 
not  the  cause  of  large  vessels  not  coming  to  Baltimore  ;  they  don't 
come  for  want  of  depth  of  water,  and  hence  go  to  New  York. 

The  present  system  don't  pay  the  pilots. 

Can't  say  how  many  pilots  are  necessary ;  but  need  more  pro 
rata,  vessel  for  vessel,  than  for  New  York.  My  vessel  went  up 
to-day,  taking  pilot,  and  will  detain  him  eight  or  ten  days. 

A  good  pilot  system  always  benefits  commerce. 

New  York  pilots  are  not  restricted  as  to  numbers ;  any  person 
can  take  out  a  license  to  act;  and  vessels  are  left  free  to  take  pi- 
lot or  not.  The  distance  of  pilotage  for  Baltimore  is  greater  than 
New  York. 


The  system  does  not  effect  flour,  in  shipment  to  New  York. 
19i     I  Ihiiik  not. 

20.  Thinks  it  does,  as  it  throws  the  whole  burthen  of  the  pilot 
system  on  the  foreign  trade. 

Pilots  were  formerly  found  generally  out  the  Capes;  now  it 
don't  pay  them  to  remain  there. 

A  vessel  was  recently  lost  from  this  cause. 

21.  Not  from  changing  the  pilot  laws,  but  other  causes. 

22.  Think  they  have  increased,  from  natural  causes.  Can't 
state  relative  increase. 

23.  Am  not  posted. 

25.  Increased  all  over  the  world. 

26.  Yes.     Domestic  trade  alone  will  not  build  up  a  citv. 
Increase  of  the  coal  trade  has  increased  the  supply  of  vessels. 
Every  vessel  coming  in  the  Capes  feels  the  benefit  of  seeing  a 

pilot  outside,  as  was  the  case  under  old  law. 

Taxes  on  tonnage  all  paid  in  this  State. 

If  system  destroyed,  and  left  open  to  competition,  thinks  have 
inefficient  pilots. 

Thinks  decidedly  not.  Desirable  to  meet  pilots  as  far  out  as 
possible.  Had  known  the  case  of  a  vessel,  with  experienced 
captain,  laying  off  until  a  pilot  came  in  view. 

Don't  think  present  laws  justifies  pilots  cruising  or  laying  out 
the  Capes. 


CAPTAIN  BAILEY— Sworn, 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Benefit  both  ;  certainly  the  coasters  ;  and  calculated  to 
save  property  and  life. 

3.  Both  ought  to  bear  a  part. 

4.  Thinks  foreign  trade  most  beneficial. 

5.  Think  so. 

6.  They  are. 

7.  Should  think  it  would. 

8.  It  arises  from  the  difference  in  freight ;  the  conveniences 
in  shipping  are  in  favor  of  New  York  and  Boston ;  they  have 
greater  supply  of  vessels  ;  and,  when  ready  to  sail,  rather  than  be 
delayed,  they  will  afford  great  accommodation  to  shippers. 

Don't  believe  the  pilot  system  effects  freights  or  the  supply  of 
vessels,  so  far  as  Baltimore  is  concerned ;  the  lack  of  depth  of 
water  to  accommodate  large  vessels  does  operate  injuriously. 

Had  been  trading,  as  a  captain,  for  thirty-six  years,  and  had 
never  attempted  to  bring  a  ship  up  without  a  pilot.  Coasters 
might  do  without  a  pilot,  but  he  should  not  think  it  prudent,  even 
with  a  vessel  drawing  only  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  of  water,  to  dis- 
pense with  one.  Always  felt  safe,  and  glad,  when  a  pilot  on 
board, 
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Formerly  paid  for  pilotage,  in  winter,  $4.25  a  foot,  coming  up, 
and  $2.50  down.     Now,  the  rates  are   $4  and  $5. 

Had  known  $8  and  $10  to  be  charged,  but  it  was  a  fair  busi- 
ness transaction — done  by  agreement  among  the  parties — the  pi- 
lot proposing  his  terms,  and  the  captain  agreeing  thereto. 

The  pilots  are  deprived  of  much  of  their  revenue,  and  say  they 
must  resort  to  higher  charges,  when  opportunity  offers,  to  sustain 
themselves. 

9.  Engaged,  at  present,  in  the  ship-chandeling  ;  interested  in 
one  vessel  engaged  in  foreign  trade. 

10.  I  do  not. 

Thinks  the  larger  portion  of  the  grain  sent  to  the  north  con- 
sumed there. 

11.  Number  in  the  eastern  trade  the  larger. 

12.  Thinks  those  trading  with  Charleston  and  Savannah, 
principally,  under  ;  and  those  of  New  Orleans  larger. 

13.  Greater  number  under  160  tons. 

14.  Interested  in  two — one  building  and  one  at  sea.  En- 
gaged in  foreign  trade.  The  one  at  sea  is  of  730  tons  ;  the  other 
1,900  tons. 

15.  Thinks  that  they  should. 

16.  Don't  think  they  have  had  any  effect.  The  rates  are 
higher,  but  attributable  to  other  causes. 

17.  They  are  ;  but  not  owing  to  the  pilot  laws. 

18.  No  ;  they  don't  receive  sufficient. 
]9      Should  not  think  it  would. 

Do  not  know  how  many  pilots  are  necessary  for  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  Baltimore.     Had  known  them  to  be  scarce. 

Always  anxious  to  find  a  pilot  at  the  Capes. 

Had  taken  pilot  at  Cape  Hatteras,  and  kept  him  for  seven  or 
eight  days.  Think  sixty  would  not  be  sufficient.  Had  heard 
that  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  ten  would  answer. 

Under  the  present  law,  they  were  only  able  to  keep  three,  boats 
at  the  Capes. 

Had  understood  they  had  not  divided  over  thirty  dollars  a  month  . 
in  winter,  and  forty  and  thirty-six  dollars  in  summer  months. 

Require  more  pilots  for  Baltimore  than  New  York ;  one  pilot 
there  can  carry  out  or  bring  in  four  ships,  whilst  here  but  one 
could  be  attended  to,  owing  to  the  difference  in  distance  of  con- 
veying them  ;  and  thus  the  ratio  of  pilots,  in  number,  would  be 
four  times,  as  between  Baltimore  and  New  York. 

The  advantage  of  seeing  a  pilot  boat  at  the  Capes,  is,  in  its 
guaranty  of  safety  after  a  long  voyage,  of  the  utmost  advantage 
to  strangers.  They  frequently  meet  and  afford  relief  to  disabled 
vessels,  whilst  cruising  off  the  Capes.  Had  never  heard  of  in- 
efficiency of  the  pilots  under  former  law,  but  knew  their  useful- 
ness and  efficiency. 

Taxes  all  paid  in  this  State. 


CAPTAIN  MASON— 6k'om. 

1.  I  do. 

2.  Do  not  consider  their  services  necessary  to  tlie  coasting 
trade.  Mean  vessels  piloted  by  their  captains.  Give  no  man 
coramaml  of  his  vessels  who  could  not  carry  them  out  the  Capes 
or  bring  them  in. 

Legislature  no  right  to  make  the  coasting  traders  pay  tribute 
to  the  pilots.  They  should  look  to  other  interests,  and  not  the 
coasters,  who  labor  as  hard  and  get  less  pay. 

Pilots  should  be  paid ;  but  it  seems  never  to  have  entered  the 
heads  of  members  of  the  Legislature,  that  there  are  other  means 
of  supporting  the  pilots  than  half-pilotage. 

Aware  of  there  being, a  freer  system  in  New  York.  Was  not 
posted  as  to  the  New  York  Legislature  being  petitioned  for  change 
of  the  pilot  laws  of  that  State  ;  but  knew  the  Board  of  Commerce 
had  petitioned  against  any  change.  Had  never  before  seen  the 
petitions  now  shown,  in  favor  of  such  change. 

Not  prepared  to  say  how  pilots  should  be  supported. 

We  are  an  exporting  community,  and  New  York  an  importing 
mart  of  trade,  and  therefore  the  injury  from  taxing  the  coasting 
interest. 

3.  Thinks  that  the  coasters  should  be  entirely  exempted. 

4.  Am  not  posted;  but  should  rather  think  it  was.  Southern 
and  northern  trade  as  of  much  interest  as  that  of  Europe. 

5.  Do  not  think  it  has. 

Never  had  any  misunderstanding  with  the  pilots;  some  persons 
disposed  to  quarrel.  They  make  their  charges,  and  we  pay  them. 
They  are  a  valuable  set  of  men;  bold  as  lions;  none  better  in 
their  business  ;  and  they  deserve  being  supported. 

6.  No  doubt  at  all,  that  they  are. 

7.  Yes. 

The  less  trammels  to  commerce,  the  better  for  city  and  country 
interests.  We  are  required  to  pay  $20  clearance  for  cleaning  the 
harbor  ;  and  all  these  emban-assments  are  prejudicial. 

8.  Because  they  command  cargoes  to  Europe  cheaper. 

We  are  grain  growers,  whilst  the  northern  and  eastern  States 
are  consumers,  and  they  having  larger  vessels  and  deeper  water 
have  the  advantage  of  us. 

9.  In  a  mixed  trade. 

10.  Sometimes. 

11.  Am  not  posted. 

12.  Do  not  know. 

13.  Tonnage  of  eastern  vessels  generally  over  160  tons;  but 
number  of  vessels  less. 

14.  Represent  five  small  vessels;  two  of  them  engaged  in  the 
coasting  trade;  three  of  them  general  freighters.  The  Henry  P. 
Russell  is  of  112  tons;  Ann  Elizabeth,  137  tons;  Rebecca,  212 
tons ;  Eliza  F.  Mason,  600  tons;  the  Avondale,  about  730  tons. 

2x 
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15.  Yes,  as  matter  ol  policy  not  principle. 

16.  No  change,  that  I  know  of. 

17.  Freights  are  higher,  but  not  the  effect  of  pilot  laws. 

18.  No  judge  of  that  matter.  When  the  question  was  raised 
last  year,  in  view  of  the  abolition  of  the  half-pilotage,  advised 
them  to  increase  their  rates  fifty  cents,  and  we  pay  that  now. 
Willing  to  pay  it,  but  want  coasters  free. 

19.  Would  seriously  effect  freight.  A  coaster  going  out  three 
times  a  month,  to  be  thus  taxed,  would  be  effected  more  prejudi- 
cially than  one  in  the  foreign  trade,  who  would  not  be  required 
to  pay  so  often. 

20.  Do  not  think  they  do.     They  are  more  liberal  now. 

21.  It  has  improved,  but  cannot  say  that  is  the  entire  cause. 

22.  No  decrease — cannot  say  as  to  the  increase.  Commerce 
is  on  the  increase;  thinks  it  the  natural  result  of  free  trade. 

A3on't  think  present  pilot  laws  prevent  any  vessels  coming  to 
Baltimore.  Foreigners  calculate  as  to  rates  of  freight  and  chances 
for  cargo  ;  never  thmk  of  pilotage  ;  $2  a  foot  would  be  a  matter 
of  no  consideration  with  them. 

Always  take  pilot,  except  in  cases  of  small  vessels. 

Don't  know  any  thing  of  English  pilotage. 

23.  Am  not  posted. 

24.  I  am  not. 

25.  Increased  all  over  the  world,  so  far  as  my  knowlege  ex- 
tends. 

26.  Certainly  follows,  as  a  consequence. 

Don't  think  it  is  right  to  tax  those  who  do  not  need  a  pilot, 
equal  with  those  who  are  incompetent  to  pilot  their  own  vessel. 

Should  think  from  90  to  100  pilots  sufficient,  and  they  well 
paid. 

Taxes  all  paid  in  this  State. 


Mr.  BOOVER— Sworn. 

1.  Yes. 

2.  Are  at  times  beneficial  to  both. 

3.  Those  who  employ  them. 

4.  The  coasting  trade,  in  magnitude;  but  both  advantageous. 

5.  No  foreign  commerce  kept  away,  or  charter  parties  affect- 
ed by  it. 

6.  They  are  facilities  to  those  who  need  them. 

7.  Protection  to  any  trade  is  of  interest  to  the  State. 

8.  Maryland  is  a  producing  State,  and  must  look  abroad  for 
a  market. 

9.  Generally  foreign. 

10.  Do  not. 

11.  About  four  times  as  many  in  eastern  as  in  southern. 

12.  Believe  those  trading  between  Baltimore  and  Charleston 
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and  Savannah,  about  that  tonnage.  Larger  to  New  Orleans. 
Few  eastern  trading  vessels  under  that  tonnage,  and  are  increas- 
ing in  size. 

13.  Very  few  under. 

14.  Owns  an  interest  in  three  vessels.  Engaged  in  the  for- 
eign trade.  One  vessel  is  of  825  tons;  another,  615  tons;  the 
other  200  tons,  and  two  of  about  1600  tons  building. 

15.  No — I  am  in  favor  of  a  Iree  system. 

16.  None. 

17.  Freights  are  r^ulated  by  other  causes;  not  by  pilotage. 

18.  Think  they  receive  too  much  protection. 

19.  Yes.  Quantity  of  articles  for  export  and  other  causes, 
operate  upon  freightage. 

20.  They  do  not. 

21.  Yes,  decidedly. 

22.  Increased.     Cannot  state  the  relative  increase. 

23.  From  London  to  New  York  rates  are  lower  than  from  that 
port  to  Baltimore.  The  facilities  of  trade  produce  such  a  state  of 
affairs. 

24.  Am  not. 

25.  Increased  all  over  the  world. 

Not  attributable  to  pilot  laws.  The  increased  trade  abroad, 
with  Australia  and  the  Pacific,  have  tended  to  increase  freights. 
The  increase  of  arrivals  since  June  have  been  about  fifty  per  cent. 
Cannot  say  why  increase  of  vessels  have  not  lessened  Ireights. 

26.  Certainly. 

Taxes  all  paid  in  this  State. 

Mr.  man  kin— 5'u;om. 

1.  Thinks  it  necessary  to  have  an  efficient  corps  of  pilots. 

2.  Necessary  for  the  protection  of  both. 

3.  Should  be  supported  by  those  who  need  their  services. 

4.  The  coasting  trade  of  most  importance. 

5.  Do  not  think  that  it  has. 

6.  Yes. 

7.  Yes. 

9.  Chiefly  in  the  foreign  trade. 

10.  I  do. 

11.  Southern  trade  much  smaller  in  number. 

12.  Thinks  majority  under  160  tons. 

13.  The  larger  number  over  160  tons. 

14.  Engaged  chiefly  in  the  Liverpool  trade.  Two  vessels  of 
900  tons. 

15.  The  whole  system  ought  to  be  left  free  as  possible. 

16.  Don't  think  it  has  the  least  eflfect. 

17.  Freights,  from  general  causes,  not  the  pilot  laws,  are 
higher. 
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18.  Do  not  think  the  present  compensation  sufficient  for  the 
existing  number  of  pilots,  but  ample  to  support  a  proper  number. 
Think  forty  or  fiUy  enough  to  do  the  work. 

About  six  hundred  foreign  arrivals  last  year,  each  occupying  a 
pilot  say  four  days.  Have  known  a  pilot  to  be  discharged  in 
eighteen  hours. 

19.  Would  injuriously  effect  freights. 

By  removing  half-pilotage  don't  know  of  an  instance  of  a  ves- 
sel effected.  The  pilots  are  of  general  advantage  to  the  foreign 
trade,  and  to  some  extent  to  the  coasting  <rade. 

Don't  know  that  the  change  in  the  law  has  effected  freights. 
Believe  the  general  effect  to  be  good. 

In  chartering  vessels  in  Liverpool  pilptage  is  never  taken  in- 
to consideration. 

In  the  foreign  trade  always  take  pilots. 

Can't  state  as  to  best  mode  of  regulating  the  system. 

Think  pilotage  properly  raised  when  the  half-pilotage  was 
taken   away. 

20.  It  operates  very  advantageously  for  domestic  trade,  and 
not  disadvantageously  on  foreign  trade. 

21.  It  has  largely  increased. 

22.  Increased.  Can't  state  relative  increase  without  refer- 
ence to  documents. 

23.  Not  posted.  A  vessel,  (the  Annapolis),  is  now  loading 
for  Liverpool.  On  heavier  articles^  coal  and  iron.  New  York 
freights  are  low^er. 

24.  Not  prepared  to  say  as  to  flour  ;  but  the  general  tendency 
to  increase  keeps  up. 

The  bread  stuffs  sent  from  Baltimore  to  New  York,  are  used  to 
some  extent  there;  but  our  flour  bringing  higher  prices  in  Liver- 
pool, it  is  generally  re-shipped  to  foreign  ports.  Would  be  of 
decided  advantage  to  have  a  direct  foreign  trade. 

25.  Generally  increased. 

26.  Foreign  much  dependent  upon  domestic  trade. 
Taxes  paid  in  this  State. 


Mr,  VRATT— Sworn.  / 

1.  Yes. 

2.  No. 

3.  Those  who  employ  them. 

4.  The  coasting  trade,  because  ten  times  larger. 

5.  No.  ♦ 

6.  Yes. 

7.  Do  not  think  that  protecting  the  pilots  would  conduce  to 
the  agricultural  interests. 

9.  In  the  coasting  trade  generally. 

10.  Some. 
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11.  About  90  per  cent,  in  eastern  to  10  per  cent,  in  southern. 

12.  A  larp^e  mnjority  about  160  tons. 

13.  Few  uiuler  IGO  tons — large  number,  300  tons. 

14.  Interested  in  two — 240  tons  in  the  half,  and  160  in  the 
other.  Am  engaged  in  foreign  trade,  but  chieily  in  coasting. 

16.  None. 

17.  Freights  are  higher  every  where;  but  don't  think  it  is  the 
effect  of  pilot  laws. 

18.  Think  they  receive  too  nauch. 

19.  Decidedly. 

20.  No. 

21.  In  Baltimore  they  have. 

22.  Have  increased  ;  but  can't  state  relative  increase. 

23.  Freights  to  Baltimore  and  Norfolk,  from  London  and  Liv- 
erpool, are  less  than  from  those  foreign  ports  to  New  York  and 
Boston. 

25.  Increased  generally. 

26.  Undoubtedly  the  foreign  trade  be  benefitted.  Experience 
in  coal  and  iron  trade,  shows  that  benefitted  by  change  in  the 
pilot  laws. 

A  vessel  making  seventeen  trips  a  year,  under  the  former  sys- 
tem, would  be  taxed  $510  annually. 

Thinks  the  captain  should  be  left  to  do  the  piloting. 

Thinks  foreign  commerce  should  sustain  the  pilots. 

Those  who  use  them  should  pay  them. 

Thinks  larger  number  of  vessels  ready  for  freight  now  than 
formerly. 

Owns  vessels  trading  with  other  ports  free  of  pilotage. 

Wants  pilots  to  regulate  their  own  business — to  rid  traders  of 
the  pilotage  tax — and  believed  vessels  be  protected  as  well  as  at 
present. 

If  present  compensation  not  sufficient  to  support  them,  believed 
shippers  in  the  foreign  trade  give  higher  rates.  One  Baltimore 
house  has  its  shipping  interest  in  the  northern  trade  to  foreign 
ports.     The  rates  of  freight  is  an  inducement. 

Considered  the  foreign  trade  as  sufficient  to  sustain  the  pilots* 

Don't  know  any  thing  as  to  contracts  between  shipping  houses 
and  the  pilots. 

Cannot  say  as  to  the  amount  of  tax  or  shipping  interests  paid 
in  and  out  of  the  State. 

Can't  say  as  to  northern   shipping  interests  in   Baltimore 

There  are  at  least  100  vessels  building  at  the  north  for  the  Mary* 
land  coal  trade. 

Taxes  paid  in  this  State.  * 


Mr.  WM.  G.  HARRISON— 5'M»orn. 

1.  I  do. 

2,  Suppose  such  to  be  the  case. 
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3.  Those  who  employ. 

4.  They  are  mutually  beneficial. 

5.  Should  think  not. 

Thinks  the  present  deranged  system  of  pilots,  as  injurious  tc 
the  foreign  trade.     Thinks  it  ought  to  be  better  regulated. 

Are  of  utmost  advantage  when  coasting  off  the  Capes.  Com- 
petition might  send  them  beyond  the  Capes. 

6.  They  are. 

7.  All  facilities  given  to  commerce,  tends  to  increase  the  price 
of  agricultural  products. 

9.  The  coastwise  trade. 

10.  Very  seldom. 

11.  Thinks  six  or  seven  to  one.  Southern  ports  are  supplied 
largely  from  New  Orleans. 

12.  Larger  number  about  160  tons. 

13.  Few,  if  any,  under  160  tons. 

Do  not  know  amount  owned  by  eastern  capitalists  in  vessels 
trading  with  and  from  Baltimore. 

14.  Do  not  own  any. 

Freights  are  higher,  owing  to  general  causes  of  trade ;  they 
would  have  been  higher  but  for  the  present  pilot  laws. 

15.  Yes. 

16.  None. 

17.  Freights  higher — but  from  general  causes ;  been  higher 
but  for  present  pilot  laws. 

18.  Yes. 

19.  Yes. 

20.  No. 

21.  Has  been  benefitted. 

22.  Believed  it  has  increased. 

23.  Never  given  it  attention. 

24.  The  shipments  are  on  the  increase  ;  can't  give  quantities. 

25.  Increased,  from  general  causes. 

26.  Not  necessarily.  Local  causes  may  produce  great  activity 
at  home. 

Taxes  all  paid  in  this  State. 


Mr.  GUSTAVUS  W.  LVRMA^—Sworn. 

1.  I  do. 

2.  Necessary  for  both. 

3.  Both. 

4.  The  foreign  trade  is  most  valuable ;  and  does  not  believe 
a  city  can  increase  and  hold  a  position  of  any  importance  with- 
out it :  it  enhances  the  prices  of  domestic  produce,  and  gives 
impetus  to  other  matters  of  trade,  and  tends  to  increase  the  coast- 
ing trade. 
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In  speaking  of  foreign  trade,  alludes  to  the  trade  \vith  other 
than  the  United  States. 

5.  Believes  the  present  pilot  law  embarrasses  foreign  com- 
merce. 

6.  All  over  the  world.  The  trade  with  China,  Shanghi  and 
other  foreign  ports  arc  greatly  dependant  upon  an  efficient  corps 
of  pilot  to  and  from  our  ports. 

7.  1  do,  most  undoubtedly.  The  more  vessels  induced  to 
come  to  our  port,  the  higher  will  be  the  price  of  produce  ;  and  a 
good  pilot  system  will  increase  the  number  of  vessels. 

8.  Because  it  is  a  larger  consuming  and  shipping  market. 

It  is  our  policy  to  invite  shipping  ;  to  seek  for  direct  intercourse 
with  the  foreign  markets — a  matter  for  which  we  have  been 
struggling  this  twenty  years. 

9.  In  the  foreign  trade. 

10.  Shipped  29,278  barrels  of  flour  last  year  direct  to  foreign 
ports,  on  own  account. 

11.  Not  posted. 

12.  Should  think  the  average  above  160  tons. 

13.  Do  not. 

14.  Owns  three  vessels,  in  foreign  trade.  The  Union,  of 
1,012  tons  ;  the  Stephen  Lurman,  452  tons  ;  and  the  Inca,  376 
tons. 

Pays  taxes  on  each  to  the  State  of  Maryland. 

15.  I  do,  indeed. 

16.  The  rates  of  insurance  have  not  increased  ;  but  they  in- 
evitably must  under  the  present  pilot  laws. 

17.  They  hardly  form  an  item   in  the  matter,  should  think ; 
but  the  tendancy  of  the  existing  pilot  laws,  from  not  affording  pro 
tection  to  vessels,  will  be  to  lesson  the  number  vessels  coming  to 
out  port,  and  thereby  to  increase  freights.     A  well  regulated  pilot 
system  i/ivites  vessels  into  port. 

18.  No,  I  do  not. 

19.  I  think  not. 

20.  They  do. 

21.  Not  able  to  say. 

22.  Should  think  they  had  decreased  ;  but  there  hns  not  been 
time  enough  since  the  change  in  the  pilot  laws  to  produce  such 
a  result. 

Thinks  foreign  vessels  will  fight  shy  in  chartering  to  freight 
guano,  and  other  articles,  likely  to  become  important  matters  of 
trade,  if  informed  of  a  lack  of  efficient  pilots  or  steam-tugs,  to 
aid  in  bringing  them  safe  into  port. 

23.  Have  not  paid  particular  attention ;  but  general  impression 
is,  that  there  has  always  been  an  unfavorable  discrimination  in 
favor  of  New  York. 

24.  No  particular  attention. 

25.  They   fluctuate.     The   greater   the   number  of   vessels 
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coming  into  port  with  guano,  &c.,  so  as  to  take  off,  in  their  re- 
turn, our  wheat  and  flour,  the  greater  the  effect  upon  freights  and 
the  prices  of  our  produce. 

No  positive  knowledge  of  pilots  laws  elsewhere. 

The  scarcity  of  vessels  lessens  the  price  of  produce. 

Believed  that  no  special  interest  should  be  exempted  to  the  in- 
jury of  others,  and  the  crippling  of  the  efficiency  of  the  pilots. 
The  change  might  enrich  the  coal  traders,  but  prove  highly  preju- 
dicial to  other  more  important  matters  of  commerce. 

There  should  be  such  general  inducement  offered  to  pilots  as  to 
place  them  outside  the  Capes,  as  essential  to  all  interests. 

Had  reason  for  believing  the  New  York  pilot  system  does  not 
work  well ;  and  that  the  Legislature  of  that  State  has  been 
petitioned  for  a  change.  They  have  a  free  system.  Their  num- 
ber is  not  reported  as  too  large. 

The  Chesapeake  pilots  have  more  water  to  operate  upon ; 
and  their  numbers  should  be  sufficient  for  imergencies. 

Pays  all  taxes  in  this  State. 


Mr.  smith— 5'wom. 

Q.     Are  you  a  full  branch  pilot  ? 

A.     I  am. 

Q.     Are  you  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Pilots.'* 

A.     Yes. 

Q.     What  number  of  pilots  were  there  the  first  of  June  last.'' 

A.     Ninety-seven. 

Q.  How  many  boats  were  there  engaged  prior  to  the  first 
June  1852  ? 

A.     Fourteen. 

Q.     How  many  pilots  are  employed  now  ? 

A.     Ninty-five. 

Q.     How  many  pilot  boats  now  in  use  ? 

A.     Five. 

Q.  Why  are  there  not  as  many  pilots  employed  now  as  for- 
merly? 

A.  Because  there  is  not  revenue  enough  to  support  them. 

Q.     Why  have  you  withdrawn  the  other  boats? 

Am  For  the  same  reason — want  of  means  to  keep  them  in  the 
service. 

Q.  Think  you  could  not  keep  the  old  force  of  men  and  boats, 
under  the  present  pilot  laws  ? 

A.     Most  certainly  not. 

Q.  Suppose  there  was  a  freedom  to  competition,  what  do  you 
think  would  be  the  effect? 

A.  Think  it  would  result  in  accident,  and  prevent  many  ves- 
sels from  coming  to  our  ports. 
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Q.  If  there  was  a  competition  among  pilots,  do  you  think  rates 
of  freight  would  be  effected  ? 

J?.  Thinks  from  the  embarrassments  and  accidents,  like  to 
result  to  vessels,  that  freights  would  be  higher. 

Q.  What  amount  of  capital  had  the  Board  invested  in  boats, 
up  to  the  first  of  June,  1852  ? 


Answer. 


Pilot  Boat  Eclipse,.. 
Coquette,. 


Pocahontas,.. 
Tally  Ho,... 

Dolphin, 

Liberty, .... 
Grey  Hound,. 
Fashion,. . . . , 

Canton, 

Dart, 

Eve, 

York, 

Boston, 

Constitution, 


Original         Present 
cost.        [appraisment 


$4,100  00 
4,000  00 
3,600  00 
2,400  00 
4,000  00 
3,800  00 
4,200  00 
4,000  00 
4,200  00 
4,200  00 
3,200  00 
3,500  00 
3,000  00 
2,800  OOJ 


$3,500  00 


3,500  00 


3,500  00 
3,700  00 


2,700  00 


Y'rS 

of 

age. 


4 
2^ 


$51,000  OO! 

The  amount  of  money  made  at  piloting  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay, 
from  Jane  1st,  1852,  to  March  1st,  1853,  with  the  amounts  of 
expenses  for  the  same  time. 

SAML.  H.  SMITH,  Sec'y. 
Annapolis,  April  1st,  1853. 

Earnings.      Expenses. 


June, '  $3,834  92 

July, 4,064  26 

August, ;  3,457  00 

September, '  4,098  25 

October, 4,102  88 

November, 1  3,338  60 

December, \  3,724  00| 

January, 3,362  68] 

February, ,  2,961  50i 


$882 
367 
314 
628 
559 
297  61 
868  90 
244  63 
605  93 


50 
91 
38 
55 
93 


Gross  Amount, $32,944  09    $4,770  34 

I      4,770  34 


Nett  Amount, !  $28,113  75| 
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INCIDENTAL  EARNINGS. 

The  amount  of  Pilotage  to  and  from  Alexandria $955  95 

The  amount  from  wreck  of  Schooner  Eugenia 460  00 

Do.         for  putting  letter  onboard  Bark  Perota.  ..  38  00 

Do.         U.  S.  Ship  Powhattan  to  Hampton  Roads,  48  00 

Do.         U.  S.  Steamship  Mississippi  to  Annapolis,  101  50 
Do.         U.  S.  Steamship  Mississippi  from  Annap- 

'  olis 116  25 

Dod         U.  S.  Steamship  Princeton  from  Baltimore,  116  00 

Do.         U.  S.  Steamship  Princeton  to  Swan  Point,  52  00 
Do.         Sundry    small    amount    for    picking    up 

boat,  &c 37  10 

Do.         Caloric  Ship  Erricson  to^Alexandia  and 

from  do 100  00 

Do.         Wages  from  J.  B.  Jordan  from  schooner 

Grey  Hound 30  00 

Do.         Ship  Antartic  to    Hampton  Roads,  with 

sickness •..  307  00 


$2,361  80 


Custom  House,  Baltimore, 

Collector's  Office,  March  30,  1853. 
Dear  Sir, — 

In  answer  to  your  request,  I  now  send  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  vessels  which  entered  at  this  Custom  House  (or  the  years 
1850,  1851   and  1852  : 

1850 :— 448  vessels,  107,530  tons. 
1851:— 488  vessels,  119,271  tons. 
1852:— 528  vessels,  131,375  tons. 
In  addition  to  the  above  there  has  been  within  the  last   twelve 
months,  since  the  shipping  of  coal  commenced,  large  numbers  of 
coasting  vessels  (under  enrollment  and  license)  arrived  and  depar- 
ted without  entering  at  the  Custom  House — they  not  having  any 
foreign  merchandise  on  board. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

George  P.  Kane, 

Collector. 
«     Jos.  Weathers,  Esq., 

House  of  Delegates,  Annapolis,  Md. 


Custom  House,  Baltimore, 

Collector's  Office,  April  12, 1853. 
Dear  Sir, — 

In  reply  to  your  note,  asking  whether  either  of  the  following 
vessels,  viz:  Ship  Andalusia,  Ship  Empress  of  the  Seas,  Ship 
Damascus,  Bark  Huntington,  Ship  Sea  Nymph,  Bark  Paladin, 
Brig  Argyle,  Ship  Union,  Ship  Stephen  Lurman,  Bark  Inca,  eith- 
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er  entered  or  cleared  at  the  Baltimore  Custom  House  during  the 
year  1852.  I  have  to  state  that  it  does  not  appear  by  the  records 
,  of  this  office,  that  either  of  the  vessels  referred  to,  either  entered 
or  cleared  at  this  Custom  House  during  the  year  1852,  except  the 
last  named,  the  Bark  Inca,  which  entered  on  the  second  day  of 
December,  1852. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

Your  ob't  serv't, 

George  P.  Kane, 

Collector. 
Reuben  Tall,  Esq., 

House  of  Dekgates,  Annapolis^ 
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To  the  committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Maryland, 

on  tlie  Pilot  Question. 
Gentlemen, —     • 

The  undersigned,  though  wholly  unprepared  for  the  interroga- 
tories present  him,  found  that  his  opinion,  under  oath,  differed  so 
materially  from  gentlemen  so  well  known  for  veracity,  intelligence 
and  commercial  experience,  conceives  it  but  due  to  himself  and 
the  committee  to  present  the  accompanying  document  (regretting 
that  want  of  time  did  not  allow  of  its  being  more  full  and  satis- 
factory,) to  show  how  far  his  opinions  are  sustained  by  recorded 
facts. 

Professing  to  be  no  partizan  on  the  subject,  and  only  anxious 
that  this  vexatious  question  should  be  settled  on  some  basis,  most 
conducive  to  general  commercial  interests,  and  satisfactory  to  all ; 
he  would  not  be  understood  as  presenting  the  accompanying  as  a 
criterion  for  the  whole  year,  as  the  southern  trade,  as  you  find  he 
stated  before  you,  is  irregular  ;  whilst  the  northern  is  more  steady; 
but  it  shows  that  his  opinion  was  in  the  main  correct,  and  that, 
far  irora  the  northern  coasting  trade  exceeding  the  southern,  as 
90  is  to  10,  (800  per  cent.),  as  was  stated  by  one  intelligent  gen- 
tleman, or  as  7  is  co  1,  (600  per  cent.),  by  another;  that  it  is 
questionable,  when  value  of  cargoes  are  taken  into  consideration, 
whether  the  southern  will  not  nearly  compare  with  the  northern 
coasting  trade  ;  and  when  such  statements  are  made  by  truthful 
and  intelligent  gentlemen,  it  only  shows  how  much  predjudice 
can  influence  the  mind.  Vessels  ior  Philadelphia,  or  the  large 
number  for  Norfolk,  Richmond,  Petersburg,  Fredericksburg,  &c. 
&,c.,  are  not  included  in  the  statement,  as  they  do  not  go  outside 
the  Capes. 

As  regards  the  relative  influence  of  a  coasting  or  foreign  trade, 
on  the  commercial  prosperity  of  our  city,  (on  which  subject  he 
also  found  himself  so  widely  at  variance  with  most  of  the  intelli- 
gent merchants  summoned  before  you,)  w'hilst  believing  they  are 
mutually  dependant,  would  refer  to  the  commercial  history  of  eve- 
ry seaport  in  this  country,  to  show  that  in  fostering  and  enhancing 
their  foreign  trade,  the  domestic  flows  in  and  makes  channels  to 
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increase  and  magnify  both  ;  and  all  that  is  now  wanted  to  place 
us,  as  a  commerial  city  in  the  rank  our  natural  position  justifies  ; 
is  to  increase  and  foster  our  foreign  commerce  and  communica- 
tions. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ROBT.   M    KiRKLAND. 

Baltimore,  April  2,  1853. 


Extract  from  Records  at  the  Merchants^  Exchange,  of  Vessels 
arriving  from  A'orthern  and  Southern  Ports,  in  January, 
February  and  March  of  the  years  1852  and  1853,  respec- 
tively. 


1852. 
January,  10  vessels,  South. 

"          18      "  North. 

Feb'ry,    30      "  South. 

"          39      "  North. 

March,    27      '^  South. 

"          43      "  North. 


1853. 
January,  22  vessels.  South. 

"  23      "  North. 

Feb'ry,    24      "  South. 

''  27      "  North. 

March,    25      "  South. 

"  33      "  North. 


Total,    187 


Total,    154 


Extract  from  Records,  of  Vessels  from  Baltimore,  coastwise 
bound  outside  of  the  Capes  of  Virginia,  1st  three  months  of 
1852  a7id  1853. 


January,  14  vessels,  South. 


(( 

7 

North. 

a 

21 

Feb'ry, 

40 

South, 

Feb'ry, 

27 

(( 

23 

North. 

u 

26 

March, 

41 

South. 

March, 

36 

11 

31 

North. 

u 

31 

Total,    156 


January,  27  vessels.  South. 


North. 
South. 
North, 
South. 
Norths 


Total,    168 


Remarks. 
The  small  business  done  in  January,  1852,  is  easily  account- 
ed for  by  the. fact  of  the  river  at  that  time  being  much  obstructed 
by  ice  ;  but  it  will  be  seen  that  the  other  months,  February  and 
March  of  1852,  are  in  excess  of  the  same  period  in  1853,  though 
the  half-pilotage  was  exacted  in  1852,  and  not  exacted  in  1853. 


By  the  House  of  Delegates, 

April  6th,  1853. 
Ordered,  That  the  committee  raised  on  the  subject  of  the  Pilot 
Laws,  have  the  documents  and  testimony  now  in  their  possession, 
on  that  subject,  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 


